
June 24, 2002

Mr. Omar Mahita
Inspector General of Police
PO Box 9492
Dar-es-Salaam, TANZANIA
Fax: 252-22-211-1090

Dear Inspector Mahita:

As Members of the United States House of Representatives, we are contacting you to express
our concern about a very serious problem that continues to affect thousands of women in your
country, the practice known as female genital mutilation (“FGM”).

FGM is a form of female circumcision that causes lifetime consequences for the women who
are forced to endure it.  These consequences  include severe pain during urination, menstruation,
sexual intercourse and childbirth.  Women receiving the procedure are also subject to shock,
psychological trauma, chronic infection, infertility, and a risk of contracting HIV/AIDS due to the
forcefulness with which the procedure is performed and the lack of sterile instruments used during
it. 

In some instances, FGM causes death.  Death can result from severe bleeding (hemorragic
shock), from pain and trauma (neurogenic shock), or from severe and overwhelming infection
(septicaemia).  We were also concerned to hear of one case in Morogoro, Tanzania  where the police
failed to offer protection to three girls who ran away to protect themselves from FGM.  We hope that
you will investigate this case and call upon police nationwide to enforce the law against FGM and
protect girls from this violation.

 Under the legislation passed by the Tanzanian Parliament and the international treaties to
which Tanzania is a party,  Tanzania is required to guard women from this form of torture. We appeal
to you to act more aggressively to end the practice of FGM through increased education and
enforcement of your existing law.  Please join the women’s organizations in Tanzania, Equality Now,
the United States, the United Nations, Amnesty International and countries around the world in
working to eliminate this practice.  It is imperative to act now to protect the two million women who
are currently at risk for this intolerable human rights violation.  We strongly urge you to do so.  FGM
is not a right of passage.  It is an act against humanity.
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Sincerely,

John Conyers, Jr. Barney Frank
Howard Berman Jerrold Nadler
Robert Scott Melvin L. Watt
Zoe Lofgren Sheila Jackson Lee
Maxine Waters Tammy Baldwin
Anthony D. Weiner Stephanie Tubbs Jones
Carolyn Maloney Marcy Kaptur
George Miller Karen L. Thurman
Rod R. Blagojevich Joseph R. Pitts
Sam Farr Michael M. Honda
Juanita Millender-McDonald Patsy Mink
Sherrod Brown Robert Brady
Pete Stark Bernard Sanders
Robert B. Anderholt Julia Carson
Lynn Woolsey Lois Capps
Darlene Hooley Lynn Rivers
Louise McIntosh Slaughter Barbara Lee
Carolyn C. Kilpatrick Diane Watson
Chaka Fattah Janice D. Schakowsky
Joseph Crowley


